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AGENDA ITEM 14

COUNCIL

8 APRIL 2008

PROPOSED ALTERATION TO THE CONSTITUTION – OVERVIEW AND 
SCRUTINY: REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SERVICE PROVISION 

SCRUTINY AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

1. PURPOSE

1.1 To consider recommendations from the Joint Review of the Council’s 
Constitution and Review of Overview and Scrutiny Working Party and this 
Committee for proposed changes to the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny 
arrangements.

2. DECISIONS REQUIRED

That Council be requested to approve:-

(i) The establishment of six politically balanced, Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees themed around the Council’s corporate priorities as 
follows:

- Children and Young People 
- Health and Social Care 
- Environment 
- Communities 
- Economy 
- Council Efficiency and Effectiveness

(ii) that a separate Audit Committee be established, its membership to be 
sourced from the Membership of the Council Efficiency and 
Effectiveness Overview and Scrutiny Committee;

(iii) that the status of the Transportation Advisory Group (currently 
constituted by Cabinet) be considered by Council.

3. BACKGROUND/INFORMATION

3.1 The Service Provision Scrutiny and Audit Committee met on 31 March 2008 
to consider the recommendations of the Joint Review of the Council’s 
Constitution and Review of Overview and Scrutiny Working Party, which had 
met on 3 March 2008 and, following consideration of the recommendations of 
the Working Party, to make recommendations to Council for changes to the 
Constitution.  

3.2 All Members of the Council were circulated with the Report and invited to the 
Meeting and the decisions outlined above in my Report were unanimous 
decisions of the Committee.

3.3 In considering the Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services, 
detailing the further work which had been requested to allow the Meeting of 
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this Scrutiny Committee to progress the issue consideration was given to the 
suggestions of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services, regarding  
proposed areas of the work which it would be expected to form the remit of 
each Committee.  This work was welcomed and the Head of Legal and 
Democratic Services congratulated on his clear proposals.  

3.4 A number of amendments were agreed with regard to the names proposed for 
the Committees, whilst realising that the Head of Legal and Democratic 
Services had based them round the Council’s corporate priorities, the 
Committee was concerned that the Overview and Scrutiny Committees should 
be able to have some resonance with the Community and that members of 
the public would recognise which Committees would be considering particular 
areas of work.

3.5 It was agreed that Leisure and Culture areas should remain in the 
Environment theme rather than being placed in Health and Social Care theme 
as there was a majority of work in Leisure relating to open spaces, heathlands 
and beach areas.

3.6 As the Head of Legal and Democratic Services had acknowledged, there 
were a number of probable cross-cutting issues where Service Units and 
Portfolio areas covered more than one Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

3.7 It was agreed that Planning Design and Control Services should be located 
with Strategic Planning Services within the Economy Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee and that Building Control matters were also an appropriate issue 
for this Committee area.

3.8 Considerable discussion ensued over the name of the appropriate Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee for Efficiency and Effectiveness.  It was realised that 
the aims of efficiency and effectiveness were embodied within all Overview 
and Scrutiny Committees and that as such, its title should be retained but 
reflected as being Council-wide, hence Council Efficiency and Effectiveness 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

3.9 The Committee did not address the issue of Transportation Advisory Group, 
and Council may wish to address this.

3.10 The Committee supported the establishment of a separate Audit Committee, 
feeling that whilst it should be supported by the Executive, its separate role 
should be acknowledged by there being no Cabinet representation on the 
Committee.

3.11 A revised Appendix detailing the proposed Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
names and service areas is enclosed for Members’ consideration.

COUNCILLOR MRS  MAY HAINES
CHAIR OF SERVICE PROVISION SCRUTINY AND AUDIT COMMITTEE


